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MANITOU MATTERS

YOUR VILLAGE
STAFF:
Elise Dale:
CAO
Lindsay Whitfield:
Foreman
Fran Potts:
WTP Operations Manager
Bryan Marciszyn:
Assistant Foreman
Brenda Campeau:
Admin Clerk
Daisy:
Public Relations Manager

We have re-opened the Village Office
to the public.
Hours are: Monday - Friday from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Open over lunch hour.

Next Newsletter: May long weekend
Submission Deadline: May 7

FROM THE MAYOR
It's been a year since Covid was declared a world wide pandemic. Wow!
At this point I'm thinking we were all personally affected. We defined ourselves
at Manitou Beach as an outgoing, personable, resort community. We look out
for each other, we mask because it's the right thing to do, we distance so
everyone feels safe in our community. We do things for others, just because.
The March 6th fireworks display is a wonderful example. Thank you Shawn.
We are moving into our "shoulder season". Our community will be working hard
to be ready for the influx of tourists we hope to attract this year. Beach access
is a priority, and your Council is working with your Rec Board and Communities
in Bloom to make this happen. Can I say "Community" involvement is
wonderful? You bet I can! Thank you to all those working for a common goal.
We are heading in the correct direction!
If you are reading this, you have already signed up for the newsletter, but how
about spreading the word? Help with the information chain. Correct
information is a key accomplishment to success. As Mayor, I want our Resort
Village to be successful. Thank you to residents for your patience and
understanding. Please remember you can call or text me anytime. I am
learning, I can't always fix thing, but by communicating we are able to figure
things out. Enjoy a wonderful spring season, with all its glorious splendor. I
expect to see a lot of you out walking or just enjoying yours yards.
Stay healthy and safe.
Poppy

Picture of the Watrous and Area fire
departments latest acquisition. This unit
is specifically designed to be used for
combating grass and brush fire. The crew
cab allows for the transfer of up to 5
people on the unit. Two water cannons,
one on either side of the unit allow for
fighting the fire while on the go. A cannon
operator on the deck and the driver can
travel along the leading edge of a fire
using a foam attachment to create a
barrier. This unit is capable of moving
other fire fighting equipment to location.

Oh Deer!
Over the past 5-6 years, the deer situation in the Village has become a challenge This is
proving to be particularly bad this winter. Partly because they are starving due to the early
snow. They will stay close to the Village when they are unable to cross the fields due to
high snow amounts. People are feeding the deer, so they don't leave. Feeding them high
carbohydrate food in the winter, will lead to digestive problems and even death. One deer
was deceased in one of our alleys with no apparent signs of trauma, but appeared to be
bloated (from bird/human food). Over one week in mid March, over 5 dead deer were
removed from the Village and we had 2 vehicle collisions within village limits.
Council now needs to address this problem and may be creating a bylaw to prohibit
feeding the deer in Village limits.
Conservation Officer Michael Paschke offers the following for deterrents:
Burlap your Cedars
Cayenne Pepper in vegetable bags (holes) hung in your trees should deter them
And of course, do not feed them!!!

Golf Cart Bylaw
This will come as great news to the people in the community who use golf carts. The
village has created a golf cart bylaw that makes the use of golf carts legal on local roads.
Some of the details are: if used at night, carts will need proper lights. Speed limits and all
rules of the road need to be observed, and a valid drivers license is required to operate the
vehicle. Fines and enforcement are also part of the bylaw. ATV's and snowmobiles are not
included in this bylaw and it is expected they follow the status quo of taking a direct route
out of the village.

Making Manitou Home
My journey here began during the sudden onset of a whiteout snow storm four years ago, in January of 2017.
Heading out from Regina, with feet forced tightly into winter boots that would not zip up due to the swelling,
there was zero visability before long, yet something outside of myself propelled me forward to my one night
booking at the Spa in Manitou Beach. My grandmother had just been laid to rest, perhaps it was my deep
connection to her and her guidance steering me forward to my destination. The healing waters were calling me,
as flare-ups of autoimmune issues had overtaken me as a result of providing round the clock care for my family
for many years. Now it was me who needed saving.
That one night stay changed my life forever. After effortlessly soaking and floating in the pools for 10 hours in
total, I check out of the hotel with winter boots zipped right up, along with a renewed sense of wellbeing, long
since remembered. Thus began my pilgrimages to Little Manitou Lake, every two months I returned for my
one night stay, and now I live here full time.
Though I was born in SK, I grew up in the Mediterranean, the island of Mallorca specifically, where I resided off
and on for close to 20 years. The bordering countries, known for their healthy Mediterranean lifestyles and joie
de vivre, also abounded with generational sufferers of arthritic and inflammatory diseases. Those with these
debilitating conditions amassed life savings to be able to travel at least once in their lifetime to the healing waters
of the Dead Sea. They were seeking relief from a lifetime of the effects of living in centenary old dwellings,
unequipped with central heating and insulation, with only stone or brick walls as protection from immense
humidity. I also grew up under these conditions.
I heard stories repeatedly during those years, as to the healing benefits of those travels to the Dead Sea, from
soaking in the high mineral content water, to the mud applications on crippled hands and fingers, to ease pain
and alleviate inflammation. This knowledge and history was instrumental in directing me towards these
Saskatchewan waters, here present.
The bonus of Manitou beach is that it is not 'exclusive' for the elite. Beach access is free, the way that natural
wonders should be. One can explore the area entirely on foot, limbering up whilst exploring all that the area has
to offer, health boosting indeed! Wellington Park being an oasis unto itself, where every level of creation resides,
from traditional healing plants to families of deer, a great place for contemplation and solitude.
Manitou, the 'Great Spirit' is the 'Life Force' which animates and inhabits all of creation, from all living
organisms down to human beings. This understanding gives me a great appreciation for the water, being the
creation of life, without water everything dies.
It is with immense gratitude that I can say, that after 7 years of overwhelming autoimmune flares, I now live
symptom free....at the healing shores of Manitou Beach.
To your health, Julie Peebles
(Julie is a Healing Foods Lifestyle Consultant & Inter Cultural Liasion)
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Council Meetings can be heard on our YouTube channel. Be sure to choose the
GREEN symbol.
Upcoming Meetings at 2:00 p.m.:
April 12, 26 2021
May 10, 31 2021
June 14,28 2021

Thank you to Jesse Weber, J.D. Tree Service, who took down the Christmas decorations from the
light standards free of charge.
Shawn Wheten for the fireworks display earlier this month
and a special thanks to ALL OF YOU for your patience and understanding while we transition into
our new roles as your Admin Team.

Methods of
Payment
In person, we accept cash/debit/cheques.
If you wish to pay by credit card, please go to our website
at manitoubeach.ca and choose ePayment button. You can
create an account, and pay by credit card through that
option.

There will be a census in May. Packages are left at your doorway which can be a bit of a
shocker for seasonal people. Sometimes the packages sit out in the weather for quite awhile.
All ratepayers are encouraged to participate. This data can benefit our community when it
comes to grants or decision making.

The office uses social media to dispatch timely information and boil water advisories. This is
how municipalities use this resource. The Village does not engage in chat or dialogue through
social media. When residents have questions or concerns they are most welcome to contact
the office.

Water Treatment Plant
The quality of water has been restored to normal. Thanks to Fran and the staff for their
diligence with this problem. The challenges to the water quality were mentioned in the last
newsletter with a general anticipation of returning to normal. Many membranes have
been replaced. The Water Security Agency was involved in the whole process and
guaranteed the water was safe by regular testing in spite of the strong taste.

Mai
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ing?
There is preliminary discussion with Canada Post to move the
mailboxes that block the entrance to Uhmann Park. There is
also safety issues with these being located along the highway.
More information will follow as this effort unfolds.

Did you know? Watrous Sarcan will recycle your
used batteries. They take both rechargeable and
single use batteries. Not car batteries or batteries
joined to the electronic unit like a shaver.

Marina 2021
The office is now taking bookings for Marina Slips:
1) local accounts must be in good standing before a
slip is assigned
2) boat license number and picture of boat must
accompany payment
3) moorage will not be allowed without prepaying for
the slip
4) there will be a general fee to use the Marina
without the need of a slip
Fees: $15.00 day, $200.00/season for 16' boats or
less
$250.00/season for over 16'.

Spring is upon us, so it is time to update community garden information. There are 12 plots in the
garden east of the community hall which rent for $70.00 for the season. They are between
400-450 sq.ft. of gardening space. The fee includes the water.
Current gardeners please let the Village Office know if you plan to retain your garden plot
(306-946-2831). If we have not heard from you by May 1st, your plot will be re-assigned to gardeners
on our wait list. If anyone wishes to have their name placed on the wait list, please contact the Village
Office.
Fees are due by May 1st. Fees are payable to CiB Community Garden and can be paid at the Village
Office and will be receipted.
All gardeners are requested to provide a phone number and an email address. A meeting of gardeners
is planned for May 2nd at the Community Garden at 1:00 pm.
For more information contact Elaine at 306-946-2687.

Community Plan Open House

S

The Community Plan Committee is composed of council, administration, and 8
unelected volunteers who represent the diversity of opinion in our community. All
decisions remain with council but it has been very constructive having the input of
others so as to make the best decisions possible-when that time comes.
Strategic planning, involving the community plan and asset management will guide our
future. The first phase is about to be realized at a community open house at
Danceland. What is the open house? In May the village will be hosting a self guided
tour in Danceland to view over a dozen presentations featuring assets and
organizations of Manitou Beach. This will provide constituents with a lot of information
and there will also be a feedback sheet to collect your ideas and opinions. This is a first.
Please make every effort to attend.
When is the open house?
It is the weekends of May 15/16 and May 22/23 from 9:00-5:00. We ask that locals try
to attend the first weekend option as it is expected the seasonal people may only be
available on the long weekend. The tour is self guided and takes an hour. Covid
protocols will be in effect.
Want to get involved?
This pursuit is completely dependent on volunteers. You can offer to volunteer without
any background or expertise of the information. You will supervise the event and
ensure covid protocols are exercised. Volunteer times are in two hour blocks: 9:0011:00, 11:00-1:00, 1:00-3:00, 3:00-5:00. You can volunteer for 2, 4, 6 or more hours
over one day or several days. Please email your interest to manitouapis@gmail.com.

Meet Daisy. She is our newest admin team
member. She will be handling all aspects of
Public Relations.
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This project initially started with a well received Facebook post asking if there was
interest in an off-leash dog park. The online discussion led to the formation of the
Off-Leash Committee, who then submitted a proposal to the Council of Manitou
Beach and received approval at Council's next meeting. The approved proposal
included:
use of village property east of the Community Hall and south of the lookout point
on the walking trail,
The use of elk fencing was donated to the Village by BHP,
A draft of the rules and guidelines,
Benefits to the community,
Expectations of the Off-Leash Committee,
The off-leash dog park will benefit the beach community in multiple ways, such as
creating another space that allows community members to gather and socialize.
The park will also create a safe space for owners and dogs to exercise outdoors,
which may result in better compliance regarding leashing bylaws outside of the
park.
The perimeter of the fence is approximately 2000 ft. We have installed the fence
posts, and installation of the wire fencing is scheduled for early spring. We chose
this location because it has a mix of rugged and level ground. The higher ground
by the main entrance is fairly even and is best suited for small or elderly dogs. The
rough terrain further down the valley provides a challenge for larger, more active
dogs. There are plenty of natural trees and shrubs for the dogs to explore as well.
We plant to have two double-gated entry points. The main entrance will be on the
west side of the park and another entrance will be placed on the east side. There
will be signage at each entrance outlining the park's rules and regulations, and
there will be garbage receptacles for cleaning up after your pets. There is no fee
to use the park. We just ask that you follow the rules!

Who is all involved?
There have been a ton of people involved and supporting this project. It's hard to name
them all!
Off-Leash Committee:
Marie Schmidt, Jessica Richardson, Kaylee Guist, Marcie Seymour, Robb LaRochelle (Council
liaison), and Poppy Peterson (Council liaison) .
The off-leash committee is responsible for planning, maintenance, and regulation of the
park as approved by Council.
The Council of Manitou Beach has been involved and graciously volunteered one of their
staff members to help put the posts in the ground for us. Communities in Bloom also had
volunteers come out and help with the posts.
We would like to acknowledge that the Council of Manitou Beach has committed to
allocating the revenue from their pet licenses to the dog park. This is a great start for our
funding, but we are looking into fundraising for the park in the near future!
If you would like to donate or help out in any way, feel free to contact anyone on the
committee!

The Village Office is slowly receiving Villagers' fur baby
pictures. Send yours to manbe@sasktel.net with your
pet's name and contact information. If they go missing,
we are hoping to be able to reunite them and their
owners.

The amount of poop not being picked up
around our Village
is discouraging and irresponsible. It is
not only on the trails but left in the
roadways as well.
BE A RESPONSIBLE OWNER!
PICK IT UP!

Supporting Local
Businesses
The back page of the newsletter is
dedicated to our local businesses.
Submit a business card/business card
size of print. A valid RVMB business
license is required. Submission must be
ready to print. No prep work provided.
Let's see if this little support helps our
local businesses.
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The Results of the Poll presented in the previous newsletter yielded an
underwhelming grand total of 3 votes. Nonetheless, here are the results ... the
question was What Do You Anticipate for 2021?
The pandemic will subside, and things will go back to the way
they were before - 0 votes
Oh, probably pretty such the same as 2020 - 0 votes
Bye 2020! Good riddance. A happier,healthier year moving forward - 0 votes
Expect increasingly tighter social and physical restrictions - 2 votes
The end of the world as we know it, and a new beginning - 1 vote
and one comment was made, stating: "Hopefully, citizens will become more
responsible and think of others before going out in droves to possibly pass over the
disease to unsuspecting people".

Rec Board and Communities in Bloom
Survey
We are working on a collaborative project with the Village to install more "Steps" or
"Lateral Wharfs" to provide improved access to our lake waters.
The original units have been greatly used by residents and others during the past
summers, so in response to the many requests we are building more!
We have 4 items that we are constructing and need input as to where they could be
installed. We would be pleased to hear from as many people as possible.
Email: manbe@sasktel.net by April 16, 2021. In the subject line: STEPS
We are looking forward to your thoughts.

Recreation
Board
Update
We have been busy keeping our skating, skiing and
crockicurl activity areas in shape. My thanks to Scott Thoen,
John Thiessen and Tom Allin. I would also like to thank
those folks who contributed cash to the donation boxes
during the winter. Many tourists and local people enjoyed
several days of nice weather we have had. Now that spring
is just around the corner, the Recreation Board is looking for
ideas for the summer. We are currently planning to build a
new floating platform for the Main Beach swimming area.
To provide more access to the water, we are also planning
more "steps" to be placed at various locations along the
berm. Canada Day events including fireworks are in the
planning stages and we are looking for ideas from everyone.
Stay tuned!
Contact Sherwin 306-535-7379

Preventing the frozen creek from
blocking the culvert

